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TAGS: PFOR SOPN KS US 

SUB J : KOREAN NEWSPAPERS URGE MONDALE TO VISIT ROK 

1 . KOREAN PRESS HAS IN PAST FEW DAYS CARRIED SEVERAL REPORTS 
OF VICE PRESIDENT ELECT MONDALE'S PLANNED TRIP TO JAPAN AND 
OTHER NATIONS. IN ADDITION ON JANUARY 11, TWO NEWSPAPERS, 

MASS CIRCULATION HAN GUK ILBO (SEE FBIS EXCERPTS) AND GOVERNMENT 
SEOUL SINMUN, URGED EDITORIALLY THAT VP-ELECT MONDALE VISIT 
ROK WHEN HE COMES TO JAPAN. ASSURING WARM WELCOME, THRUST OF 
EDITS WAS REGRET OVER MONDALE PLAN TO VISIT "NEXT DOOR" WITHOUT 
ALSO COMING TO KOREA, WHEN SECURITY INTERESTS OF U.S., KOREA 
AND JAPAN SO CLOSELY LINKED. SEOUL SINMUN ADDED SUGGESTION THAT, 
FAILING MONDALE VISIT, SECSTATE-DESIGNATE VANCE SHOULD INCLUDE 
KOREA IN HIS "PROJECTED VISIT TO ASIAN COUNTRIES," CONCLUDING, 

THAT "THE LEVEL OF CARTER S SPECIAL ENVOY TO KOREA WILL REFLECT 
THE IMPORTANCE OF ROK'S POSITION IN US FOREIGN POLICY." 

2. AS YET, NO OFFICIAL SOURCES HAVE MADE SUGGESTIONS TO EMBASSY 
ALONG THESE LINES. 
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